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" Responsible Analyats

Assistent Divect CKR

Subject of Proposed Project: Study of Traffic Situation from China into Tibet

" Statement of Problem:

To prepave a brief study of the road situation in Tibet. The following
pointe to be considered: (s} The width of the road; (b) Burfacing;
(c) The number of workers employed; (@) What is the present traffic:
availebility of these roads. ‘
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TONE Egé gg@'ﬁ'ﬂﬁ%; 28 June 1954

MEMORABDUM FOR: Assistent Divector for Research and Reports

ATTERTION - 1 Chief, Geography Division

SUBJECT : Study of Traffic Sltustion from China into
Tibet

REFEREWCE

1. As discussed by*of your oftice and NN
25X1A “ it is reguested that a brief study be mads of the
road situation into ™Mbet. It is further requested that the fol-
lowing points be considered: o : B
a. The width of the road.
b. Surfacing.
c. The muber of workers employed.

d. What is the-present traffic aveilsbility
of these roads.

2. These are thought to be the three youtes to Tibet from
China:

o. Sining (Tsinghei) - Husnghoyen - Yushu ) - Ihaga
Kongting - Chamdo - Yushu )

b. Chamdo - Teicheo -~ Lhass
¢c. Ihega - Ygantse - Yatupng - 8ikkim
3. It is requested that Geogrepby Division meke this &8

brief & study as possible. Any questions pertaining to this request
may be referred to_ on extension 3103.
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This material contains information effecting the navional
defense of the United States within the mesning of the
espionege laws, Title 18, USC Secs. 793 end. T9%, the trans-

nmigsion or revelation of which in any mamner to an unauthor-
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SELECTED ROUTES TO TIBET

1. Hsi-ning/Yii-shu Route

The latest snd most relisble informetion indicates that the rosad
from Bsi-ning to YU-shu iz motorable with the following gualifications:

a. Hsi-ningfHusng-ho-yen section (about 300 miles )

Probably e fair-weather, single lane rosd with occaslonal passings.
The 15-30' width of the Ian«choufl{si-ning road may he contipued on this
section. It may not be motorable throughout because of uncorpleted
vridges. There is no information on ferry facilities. One 1953 report
indicated fhat the road was probably in use as far as the XKung Ho, about
160 miles from Hsi-ning. Although there is no avallable information on
the number of workers employed, stores and equipment were reportedly
stockpiled in this section since February 1953, with T00 motor trucks
and 2,000 yaks being used to carry supplies to congtruction crews.

b. Husng-ho-yen/Yl-shu section {about 150 miles)

Probebly a fair weather, lightly metalled motorable rond {Jeepable)
as of the end of 1953, with the possibility that a number of bridges are
sti1l wcompleted. The route includes saveral difficult stretches; in-
cluding the crossing of at least one major mountain range {Bayan Kara
Shon) and several large rivers as well as areas of candy desert and
swamp land. The roé.d in those areass should be considered seasonally
motorable and probably closed during the snow, low temperatures, and
high winds of the winter. There is no immedistely availeble informe-
tion on the number of workers involved in road construction {see l.a.

above).
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2. Klang-ting/Ch'ang-tu/Yil-shu Route

a. K'eng-ting/Ran-tzu/Ch'ang~-tu section

Most reports indicate that the northern route to Ch'ang-tu from
K'ang-ting vis Kan-tzu and Ya-lung has been opened to motor traffic
late in 1952, while the southern réute, via Batang, is not yet métor-
able. The road between Ken-tzu and Ta-ma Shen-k'ou {pass about 8
mlles east of Ch'ang-tu} ig reported to be rock and seand surfaced,
and the types of equipment reportedly being used indicate <that the
section between K'ang-ting and Kan-tzu alse probably has a crushed
rock surface and is limited all weather. A nurber of steel, 20-ton
bridges have been built along the entire section. It is probable,
however, that the larger rivers are not yet'bridged. It is reported
that 8 to § large ferry boats, attached to steel cables snd capable
of transporting large trucks, are in operstion on the Yangtze River
near Te-ke (31°L9'N, 98°40'R).

In May and June, 1952, about 20,000 Chinese troops were reported
working in the Ta-ma Shan-k'ou area, east of Ch'ang-tu. Mechanical
equipment of Russian make was in use, including large rock-crushers ,
earth-moving equipment, pneumstic drills, and heavy l0-wheeled trucks.

A varieble amount of trueck traffic through K'ang-ting was reported
in late 1952, with the daily traffic as high as 500 or 600 trucks snd
as low as 30 or 40 or none at all. Trucks to Kan-tzu are saild to CaYYY
& cargo consisting 90% of rice, and 10§ of tea, gasoline, én& construc-
tion materials. Esstbound traffic from Kan-tzu consists of wool,

leather, herbs, mush, and vossibly mica.
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SELECTED ROUTES TO TIBET

1. Hsi-ning/Y¥i-shu Route

The latest and most reliable informetion indieates tbat the road
from Hsi-ning to Hli-shu is motorable with the following gualifications:

a. Esiwningfﬂuang-huwyen section (about 300 miles)

Probably s falr-weather, éingle lane road with occasional paséingé;
The 15-30' width of the lan-choufHsi-ning road mey be continued on this
section. It may not be motorable throughout because of uncormleted
bridges. There is no inforxation on ferry facilities. One 19533 report
indicated that the roed was probably in use as far as the Kung Ho, about
160 miles from Hsi-ning. Although there is no availeble information on
the number of workers employed, stores and equipment were reportedly
stockpiled in this section since February 1953, with TOO motor trucks
and 2,000 yaks being used to carry supplies to construction crews.

b. 'Huang~howyen/2ﬁ-shu section {about 150 miles}

Probably a fair weather, lightly metalled motorable road (Jeepable)
as of the end of 1953, with the possibllity that a number of bridges are
5411l uncompleted. The roube includes several‘difficult stretches, in-
cluding the crossing of at leest one major mountain range (Bayan Kara-
Shan) and seversl large rivers as well as areas of sandy desert and
swamp 1snd. The road in those areas should be considered seasonally
motorable and probably closed dinring the snow, low temperatures, and
high winds of the winter. There is no immedistely avalileble informg-
tion on the mudber of workers involved in road conetruction (see l.a.

above).

s-E-c-%zﬁ
Approved For Release 2000/05/17: CIA<RDP79-01002A000200010001-8




Approved For Rglsase 2000/05/%1@%]%8@»%79-01 002AM0001 0001-8

s e e onew wert

2, X’ang-ting/Ch'ang-tu/Yi-shu Route

8. K'ang-ting/Kan-tzu/Ch'ang-tu section

Most reports indicate that the northern route to Ch'ang-tu from
X'ang-ting via Kean-tzu and Ya-lung has been opened to motor traffic
late in 1952, while the southern route, via Batang, ia not yet'motorw
sble. The rosd between Kan-tzu and Ta-ms Shan-k'cu {pasa about 8
miles east of Ch'ang-tu) is reported to be rock and sand surfaced,
and the types of equipment reportedly being used 1ndicate¥ that the
section between K'ang-ting and Kan-tzu also probably has a crushed
rock surface end is limited all weather. A mivber of sieel, 20-ton
bridges have been built along the entire section. It 1s pfobable,
however, that the larger rivers are not yet bridged. Tt is reported
that 8 to 9 large ferry boats, attached to steel cables and capable
of transporting large trucks, are in operation on the Yangtze River
near Te-ko {31°k9'N, 98°L0'E}.

in May and June, 1952, about 20,000 Chinese trocps vere reported
working in the Tas-me Shan-k’cu area, east of Ch'ang-tu. Mechanical
equipment of Ruseian make wae in use, including large rock-crushers,
earth-moving eguipment, pneumstic drills, and heavy lO-wheeled trucks.

A varisble amount of trueck traffic through K'ang-ting was reported
in late 1952, with the daily traffic as high as 500 or 600 trucks and
as low as 30 or 4O or none at all. Trucks to Kan-tzu are said to carry
a cargo consisting 90% of rice, and 10% of tea, gasoline, and construc-
tion materials. Eastbound traffie from Kan-tzu consists of wool,

leather, herbs, mush, and posslibly mica.
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b. K'eng-ting/Bateng/Ch'ang-tu section (alternatej

The (hinese press hes reported that this pack route from K'ang~cing
to Ch'ang-tu is to be improved to a motorable road and that the construce
tion &f a new road bridge over the Ya-—lung Chiang was started late in
1952 _the treil 4s under improvement as far
as Pateng and unimproved from Batang to Ch'ang-tu.

c. Ch'ang-tuf/Yii-shu section

There 1z no immediately available information oo the rcad from
Ch'apg-tu to Yii~shu. It is believed thet the road is motorable and
may be fair-weather and Jeepable.

d. Kan-tzu/‘x'ﬁ«shu sectlion

Conflicting reports indicate that this section is either fair-
weather, jeepable road or a limited sll-weather pack trall.

3. Ch'ang-tufT'ai-chao/Lhasa Route

Several reports indicate that this road was suitable for Jeep traf-
fic with construction work heing advanced from both ends. Advance con-
struction parties were reported to have reached the Hsl-erh-kan Shan-k'ou
{Shergung Pass) at 30°50'N,94°30'E, and ‘f’ai-ch&o, probebly in 1952,
end the road was eupected to be opened all the way to Lhese. by the end

of 1953. Thus it ie bhelieved that the route ls now a fair-weather,

. motorsble road, probably single lane with occasional pessings, and

provebly constructed of crughed rock.
There is no immedietely avallsble information on copstruction
parties other than that conscripted Tibetan labor and Chinese soldiers

were uged. No informetlon ie svaillsble concerning trafiic.
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b, Yi-chu/T'e-la-hei {Trashi Gompa } /Lhass_Route

A punber of .repor"c.s guggest that this route was chogen for the
main motor road between Ch'ang-tu {via Yli~shu) and Lbase because of
the difficulty of the terrain on the Ch'ang-tufT'ai-chao/lhasa route.
It is reported that the section from Ch'ang-tu to T'e~la-hsl {Trashi
Gompa) was completed by March 1953 with the exception of bridges. The
same report indicates that the road 1s wide enough for two Jeeps to
pass and could be used for m_ot.or transport. Ferry gervice is avall-
able where there are no bridges. The remeining section from T*e~la~hsi
o Thasa was scheduled for completion by late 1953.

No information is immediately available concerning the status of
the road or details on construction. The route crosses two major
pesses: Nyaksmsrpo Le {16,250 f£t.) and Zhangzhung la (15,170 ft.).

There is no immediately evailsble informetion on traffic conditions
along this route.

5. Kalmongéaangbok/t}yangbseimasa Route
In 1952, the Sikkim/Lhasa route handled only 10 tons of treffic per

day, end it is reported to have taken from 10 deys to 3 weeks to make
the trip. Freight costs nearly doubled from 1951 to late 1953 and
traffic into Tibet 1s said to have increased by 50% from late 1952 to

late 1953.

a. Kali@_g_rg[(}angbok section

Motorable snd suitable for truck traffic. Mule caravans, however,
presently start from Kalimpong snd go to Phari Dzong, where loads are

transferred to yeks for the trip to Lhasa.
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b. Gangtok/Gysngtse section

It has been reported that the Chinese have moved several thousand
troops to the Chumbl Valley area to work on the construction of & road
from the Sikkim-Tibetan border to Phari Dzong and that more than 10,000
Tibetans are at work on a 20 f£t. wide road from Gyentse to Yatung, in
the Chumbi Valley. Indian government cbservers estimated that such &
road could not be completed vefore October, 1953 and reports of exten-
sive blesting operations necessary in the rocky Ghumhi' Valley suggests
that the route way not yet be moterable.

¢. Gyantse/Ihass section

The roed from Lbasa to Chsksam, on the Brehmaputra, is probebly
motorable. The remasinder of the section has been cleared, widened,
and levelled and is possibly motoreble. A concrete brildge is reportedly

under construction over the Brahmaputra.
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